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By Jonathan Gmanyami

KOw Alabi

Savage believes
he is really promot-
ing Ghana and Africa
in general as
Osagyefo Dr Kwame
Nkrumah tutored
them as young
pioneers.

He is a founding
member of Roots Anabo
fame which toured the
world playing their brand
of music they named
“Sunile.”

The music comprised
of jazz, highlife, funk,
reggan, African traditional
and 's danceable.

Ghana has produced
mare than its four share
of international stars, but
one who has shone more
brightly than any other for
more than two decades
now in the weslemn world
is Ekow Alabi Savage

To those who know
him. it 1S NOt surpnsing
that Ghana music can
describe him as “by far
one ol the best known
Ghanaian musicians of his
generation, the most
notable music personality
to emerge Irom the whole
world music phenomenon
to introduce “Sunlife
Music.”

Despite stiff opposition
from his mum and grand
mum, Ekow Alabi Savage
was born as a gifted singer
and has made music his
career. Anchored by an
album titled “Return 1o
Zion", he is home 1o
launch his album as part
of ihe Golden Jubilee
celebrations

Ekow Alab: Savage 1s
a Fanti, bom in Takoradi
on March 28, 1957 to the
late Isaac Tercy Brown
and Madam Adjoa
Amoono

He schooled in Accre
in the ghetto of Abosse:
Qkai, Kaneshie
Mataheko and hustled
around Accra. Ha
completed the Bishco
Boys School, Bubuashii
After that he undertook a
short course at lhe

Kaneshie Technical
College and went into full
time music.

He is single but has
four children, two boys and
two girls. Ekow loves
eating African dishes.

Aske | how he leamt

~his_music, Ekow Alabi

Savage said he leamt it
the hard way in the street
and thanks to God he's
been alile 1o make it.

*“l am a gifted musician
by birth but my mum and
grand mum didn't like the
idea of me doing music so
| had ‘o run from school
1o go iind play music, but
now it's a bil easier
because musicians have
the raspect, and greal
properties and soon.”

Asked if from day one,
he knew he wanted to
sing, Ekow's answer was
“I started singing from the
first ery when | came out
of my mum'’s womb.”

He started playing

player. He was by then
also playing in a spiritual
church Aladura

He says he feels great
to be one of the
flagbearers in our lield of
‘entertainment’
(Education in
Entertainment). “We

need lo leach the present
now and the next
generalion through music
becaus3 it's a great
languag . |am always on
tour with other artisles and
this includes the Nigerian
artiste, Ade Bantu (2005
Kora Award Winner) as a
drummer,

“His new album is
called “Going for Gold."
“Going for Goid because |
am 50 years like Ghana,
a real Ghanaba, so our
greal nation and |
calebrated the golden age
together. | dedicate my
record to all those born
this ‘time,” 'now" and the
‘future’ and also our "past’
because il you don't know
your past, you wonl know
your future,” he said

* Asked how different his
new album is from other
albums, Ekow said "there
is, my first solo album
was “Retumn to Zion™ (Gye
Nyame). It's special to
ma. | was versatile on the
album, which | have

crafted as Sunlife music.
| also have a special
Ghana song, litled “Yen
Ara Asase’ which |
recomposed, praising our
leaders with my well
thought of lyrics.”

On his new album, he
said "I have so much
songs but the one | wrote
with a sister singer from
Kenya called Mariamu

Morris titled “Asante
Sana” (| thank you so
much) is so dear to me
We sang in Swahili and
Akan. The songis already
making headlines here in

- s - gt I
® Ekow displaying his skills on the guitar.
music as a drum roadie for
Pal Thomas and D Sweet
Beans belore he was
employed as a percussion

Germany

Other songs that are
special 1o him on the new
album include: ‘Good
morning Afnica,’ 'Alaa,
'‘Rasta.’ ‘Efutu,’
‘Awerekyikyira’ featuring
Dr Bizzy, and more. This
new album has 11 tracks
on it and will be launched
on Easter Saturday, April
7 at Next Door, Teshie,
Accra

& Ekow Alabi savg 3

Ekow Alabi Savage

says he gets his
inspirat on from Nyame
(God)

As 1o how his first
performance or slage was
ke, he said it was super
cood but that he was
frightened but later
everything was llowing
like a nver,

Ekow Alabi Savage
always wants 1o be single
and a low profile aruste
loves all govd music and
qood artiste , especially
those wha say something
about the world

He s already
collaborating with about
four artistes on his new
album namely Mariamu

Morns (Kenya), Djaton

Toure (Cote d'lvoire),
Charles (Nigeria) and Dr
Bizzy (Ghana). Ekow
says he would love o do
a song with Tinny
Ekow Alabi Savage
has worked with anumber
of both loreign and local
arlistes inciuding Pat
Thomas, Kojo Aniw
Eeka Mouse (Jamaica),
Reality Brothers
(International band in
Germany), Vitamin X
(Ghana) and Jimi Tenor.
Touching on some of
the challenges in t
music profession, Ekow
said ‘when the people you
meet are not
professionals they tend to
wasle your time and this
always slows me down S0
| preler to go on my own
and take the big challenge
which is dithcult but
God | break through.”
Ekow Alabi Savage,
who left tor Europe in
1978, plans coming
home to settle and to give
support lo the
musicians and all
“I am an easy lowing
and love all
you are Hearts of
NDC or NPP,
man or black

We shot

new

white
woman
fo love each
said

He conclL

quoting these
Osagyeto Dr Kwa
Nkrumah
the world, it
mankind will

“If Adric

® Ekow going for gold.
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- Ekow Savage |
goes for gold

By William A. Asiedu |

,GHANAIANnnﬂdmslonhhjoetﬂfe
i;:l:ating:nntlsthuh thththi:
accompany the
muwelluthonmudthem
,tlut they create — highlife, hiplife,,

One "hfe that the y generatwn
,may not know much about, is "Sunlife.” Itwas.
.mmnatedbyEkowA]abx a.k.a Ekow Savage |
i who described his maiden work, "Return to,
i Zion" (Gye Nyame) as such.

i Sunlife music made a huge impact in t.he.
i West where Savage rocked many concerts and |
;madeanameforhl.mseif Now he is back;
i home from his base in Europe to re]uvenabe|
i "Sunlife".

i He hopes to accomplish that mission nn|
| the back of his latest album, "Going for Gold" |
pwhmh was produced by Tom "Serious Lee"|
i Pettersen and Ekow himself for Last Mmubea
i Pmductwns

"Going for Gold" is a cocktail of roots reg- 1
gae, a little bit of funk, some hiplife rap and |
plenty of horns. i

To give it an international touch, Savage i
collaborated with seasoned artistes, Mariamu |
Morris from Kenya, Djatou Toure from Ivoryi
Coast, Nigerian Charles and Dr Bizzy froml
Ghana.

The combination of Akan and S\.\.ahll::
Iyrics makes "Asante Sana" (I thank you sol
much) interesting listening. But "Good Morn- i
ing Africa" wh.mﬁ opens the album is really!
solid. 1

Other songs on the album are "Ataa",i
"Rasta”, "Efutu” and "Awerekyikyire” all ofi
which show Savage's bias for roots reggae.!
Those who know Ekow from his days with!
"Roots Anabo" will appreciate his love for!
punchy reggae beats. !
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managed to create its own
rhythmical style known as
' “Sunshine Music™. Deter-
- mined to showcase thau'
~ artistic creations, tﬁb
; X5

Seite 4 von 9



Ekow Alabi -

Pressmaterial
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muncun, Ekow Allb: Savage mll
“on Friday March 28 be re-launcehd
- at the Next Door Beuh Ruoﬂu:t

Accrasaily ol §

The album, whu;h is Iwed wul:
refreshing rhy:.hms dubbgd Afro
pop by Savage is an mle;esugg mix

51st birthday of Savage.
~carly 1980s with Roots Anabo, a
rhyfhmlca! Slyle known as "Sun-
shine Music". Determined to show-
case their artistic creations, the

-music festivals in Europe.
‘Before moving to Gemany
wh.erehc has lived for three de-

number of renowned African bands

and musicians including the late
Afro Beat King Fela Anikulapo

Kuti and the ﬂxophene virtnoso £

Manu Dibango.

In 1984, Alabi Sanaundkools._ §
Anabo performed at the Reggae

Sunsplash Festival in Montego

Bay, Jamaica, where they met ac-
‘claimed musicians such as Glen:
Browne, which led to the partial re-

M’YKW

yuse. Savage has
also muaed cxtcnswcly with Vita-
min X and Africa Mma, Ghanaian

~groups based in Germany. In be-
* ‘tween the performance tours, he
-~ managed to record fmalbums with

- Vitamin X.

of sounds and beats that boast of
dramatic chord progressions. The
“ocassion, which will also witness
live performances will also. marhhe-

bandthatmangs:dtocrulemown Sl
group participated in a number of

cades, Savage pcrfm'med with a

His first solo album "Return to
J;lou ;wluch caught the eyes of crit-
ics and promoters was recorded in
Germany and Jamaica. His recent
album, "Going for Gold", was re-

" leased in 2007 in Accra to mark
. Ekow Savage shot to fame in the

Ghana's 50th mdcpendence cel-
ebrations. ;

cording of an llhm'n titled 'Givill-" h

~zation".

H@ h»also pe:fomed vmh mu- .

e dmeind e

' Ekow Alabi 'Savngo'
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Mojo Klub To Host

By Baba Abdulai

Live Band usic

Mojo Klub is located at the Next
Door Beach Resort in Accra and the
regular Wednesday performance
will be backed by members of the
Afrikan Unity Band, who are
determined to revive the culture of
live band music in Accra .

be
=xtended to other parts of Accra and
Ghana in a bid to unearth hidden
talents  and i

African reggae band Roots Anabo,
their songs were a must-play at
ies and other social events.
Anabo was a band that
managed to create its own
rhythmical style known as
“Sunshine Music". Determined to

dm‘n

Ekow Alabi Savage
In 1984, Ekow and Roots Anabo
performed at the Reggae Sunsplash
Festival in Montego Bay, Jamaica,
where they met acclaimed musicians
such as Glen Browne, which led to
the partial recording of an album
titled "Civilization".

He has also performed with
musicians such as Ziggy Marley,
Kojo Antwi and Eeke Mouse. Ekow
has also toured extensively with
Vitamin X and Africa Mma,
Ghanaian groups based in Germany.

and tours

In between -
he to record five albums

with Vitamin X.

His first solo album "Return to
Zion", which caught the eyes of
critics and promoters was recorded
in Germany and Jamaica. His recent
. for Gold", was
in Accra to mark

independence

leased in 20
Ghana's  50th
celebrations.
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- At the MTN / GMA Launch in Ghana 2008

Glitz And Glamour
At MTN /GMA I‘.aunch

IT WAS ALL glitz and
poolside Eilia
during
Ghana
saw an
music
o manaj
television crew i
sicians as well asmnu'&u
had graced the occasion.

Theevmtﬂaquedtheformlun-_

veiling for the artistes vying for awards in
the various categories of the competition,
which i$ in its ninth year.

This years event could pass for one of
the most keenly contested in recent years

looking at the crop of musicians nomi-

nated for awards especially the nomina-
tions for the public awards,
Interestingly again this year the gospel
artistes top the charts of the artistes with
highest number of nominations and are
! also keenly contesting for the topmost

X
e
L] lﬂl’d

 Ofori Amponuh who has ﬁve nominlp
tions including the Artiste of the Year
Award closely follows them. Other leading

artistes hotly contesting for honours in this
_year's award are Sfive, Shasha Marley, K.K

Fosu, Irene and Jane, daddy Lumba, Pas-
tor Lenny Akpadie, Becca, Daasebra

Dwamna, Kwaw Kesse and Adane Best.

Looking at the list of nominations for
this years awards one can not afford 1o be

‘atthe grand in Accra come Saturday April

26 to see who goes home smiling and who
gets disappointed.

Some of the musicians who graced the occasion
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